
Reception @ SML 
Our school vision is for all children to: 

 

be 
knowledgeable, 

confident 
communicators;  

grow in 
kindness and 

empathy; 
 

 

be inspired, 
creative learners. 

 

Our core values are: 

 

 
Resilience 

 

 
Kindness and 

empathy 
  
 

 

 
Creativity 

In reception, this means not giving 
up when things are tough.  

Mistakes are OK and show that you 
are learning! 

 

In reception, this means being 
kind:  

sharing; taking turns; helping 
someone when they are hurt or 

sad; having good manners; saying 
sorry when you upset someone. 

In reception, this means sharing your 
ideas and trying new things; solving 

problems both with learning and 
relationships. 

 

Our curriculum: 
Our topic overview 

 

More detailed information on the EYFS curriculum is available on the school website sml.london (curriculum/eyfs) 

Phonics 
We use a phonics programme called Read Write Inc. Children are assessed every 6 weeks and are given 
books to read that provide the appropriate challenge. In class, they are grouped in a way that helps to 
ensure they are learning well. The books they take home are read in class and it really helps if they also read 
them at home regularly for about 5 minutes per day.  
A few things to note: 

 Lessons are taught by teachers and teaching assistants; 

 The adults change groups throughout the year; 

 Children may also change groups, depending on their progress. 

 Saying the sounds using ‘precise pronunciation’ is important e.g. ‘ssss’ not ‘suh’ for s (Alphablocks on 
Cbeebies provides a really good example!) 



Reading 
Alongside reading phonics books, we also have a carefully selected class literature spine. We use these for 
what we call ‘structured storytime’, where we read the story, non-fiction text or poem and think more 
deeply about the themes. 

 
Our Class Literature Spine: 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Handwriting 
We use a programme called Letterjoin for our handwriting. It’s really useful for parents and carers to see 
how children learn letter formation using the app or desktop website. Children can also practise using a 
tablet at home. 

 
 
You can have a parent user manual as well. Just ask your teacher and we can 
give you a copy.  
 

 
It’s really important for children in reception to develop a good pencil grip and form letters correctly. Any 
practice at home will be helpful. 
 

Spelling 
We teach spelling in reception primarily through the Read Write Inc. phonics programme. 
During this time, children learn two key things in relation to spelling: 

1. To spell new or unfamiliar words using their phonic knowledge; 
 
This can mean children spell words incorrectly but phonetically plausible e.g. peepl (people), majick (magic). 
This is ok and part of the learning process for most children! Most children tend to rely less on phonics to 
spell as they get older and read more. 
 

2. To correctly spell high frequency words that don’t necessarily 
follow a simple phonic pattern e.g. the, some, of ‘off by heart'  

 
In the Read Write Inc. books, these are the red words in the opening 
few pages. 
 
 
 
Throughout school, we want children to apply their spelling knowledge in their independent writing. 
However, we also don’t want worry about spelling to prevent them from writing fluently. We teach them to 
‘dotty underline’ a word if they are unsure of the spelling and an adult can help them when they are free. 

 
If you do any writing at home, try the same approach. If your child says, “How do you 
spell …?”, encourage them to say the sounds as they write, then dotty underline. Praise 
a good phonetic attempt and then correct them!   
 

 
 
 



Writing 
Writing in Reception class can be broken down into two areas: 
 
1. Opportunities for children to write around the classroom 
through the ‘continuous provision’ e.g. children writing food 
orders in the role play café, making a thank you card or labelling 
plants in the garden 
 
 
 
2. Writing led by the teacher, including using the Read Write Inc. Get Writing! 
books. 
 
 
 
 

Mathematics 
We use the White Rose EYFS mathematics scheme as the basis of our mastery-based curriculum. Although 
we use the scheme flexibly, the long term plan below helps to provide structure and ensure all children are 
ready for Year 1 by the end of the summer. Children go on to use the White Rose Curriculum for maths in Y1 
through to Y6. 
Timetable courtesy of White Rose © 
 

 
 
Maths carpet sessions with the whole class usually last about 15-20 minutes. During this time, children have 
opportunities to review what they are learning in a variety of ways, using a range of 'manipulatives' 



(objects), images, songs, rhymes and stories. This is to ensure they develop a deep understanding of 
number concepts. 
 
There is a maths area in the classroom for children to explore and this is also used for small adult-led group 
work. 
 
 
 
Some examples of the activities children may be involved in (couretesy of White Rose ©): 

 
 

Although we don’t use this in school until Year 1, every child has a login/password. 
It’s an online maths journey that provides children with increasingly challenging 
problems.  If you’d like to explore it with your child, your teacher will give you a 
login card. 

 

 

Our weekly timetable: 
*this is our normal routine, but sometimes timings may change 

M Tu W Th Fr 
Maths  

Writing group 
Phonics 

Maths group 
Structured 
Storytime  

Music (with Mr 
Brown) 

Expressive art & 
design focus 

Story  
Show & tell 

Maths  
Writing group 

Phonics 
Maths group 
Structured 
Storytime  

PD-fine motor focus 
Story  

Show & tell 

Mrs Winther (am) 
UTW focus 

Dance (with Mrs 
Burns) 

PD – gross motor 
skills focus 
UTW focus 

Story 
Show & tell 

Maths  
Writing group 

Phonics 
Maths group 
Structured 
Storytime 

PSED focus 
Story  

Show & tell  
 

Maths  
Writing group 

Phonics 
Maths group 
UTW focus 
EAD focus 
Storytime 



Dates for our class performance: 

Tuesday 12th December 10am – Nativity play 

Friday 14th June 3pm  

Our home learning guide: 
Subject Frequency / time We recommend 

Reading (child 
reading phonics 
book to adult and 
discussing) 

Daily 5 mins Reading the story, along with the word lists. Asking the 
questions at the back is also a good way to check 
comprehension. 

Handwriting 5-10 mins a week Using the Letterjoin app as a guide.  
Ask the teacher for guidance on what to practise if unsure  

Cross-curricular  
 

10-30 mins a week Using the prompt in the learning journey set by the 
teacher, spend some time together and have some fun! 
Remember, your child has the opportunity to ‘show and 
tell’ their home learning in class, which really helps build 
confidence in communication! 

Bedtime story (adult 
reading to child) 

Daily 5-10mins  Use the book your child has chosen from the class library 
or a favourite book from home. 

 

A suggested timetable for you to use or adapt. Remember routine is good! 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Weekend 

      
 

 

 

 

 

 Home 
learning 

task 
 

Bedtime 
story 

Bedtime 
story 

Bedtime 
story 

Bedtime 
story 

Bedtime 
story 

Bedtime 
story 

 

Important things to remember in Reception: 
 Book changing – your child gets a new Read,Write Inc book on Mondays and Thursdays 

(three day rotation) 
A picture book also goes home weekly that your child chooses, keep for a few days and then 
return to Miss Davis in order to be able to enjoy a new one 
 
 

 Record reading at home in the Reading Record Book. Please sign this book and let us know 
how it went. 
 

 Home learning tasks out on Friday – please bring in for Wednesay 
 Only brief messages at drop-off. We want the teacher in class with the children once the bell 

has rung! 
If you need to speak to the teacher for a bit longer, wait until pick-up, send an email via 
info@stmargaretslee.lewisham.sch.uk or arrange a meeting with the teacher. 

mailto:info@stmargaretslee.lewisham.sch.uk


 Trainers everyday please, no hoop earrings and keep long hair tied back 
 

 Come and collect your child at pickup. We don’t want children running off because they think 
they can see their adult.  

 


